A) [bookmark: controversial][image: ]Controversial Ontario Ministry of Education Policy Mandates to Positive LGBT Instruction…..
As of September 2010! 
Beginning September 2010 the Ministry of Education, via the Equity and Inclusive Education Strategy, requires all School Boards to have Equity Policies that include Sexual Orientation Policy guidelines  intended to develop an environment where children from LGBTTTIQQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transsexual, transgendered, two spirited, intersexual, queer, questioning) households, LGBTTTIQQ students, and LGBTTTIQQ staff are able to achieve their full potential.  These expectations have led to curriculum that develops [image: http://www.peacehamilton.org/img/img1.jpg]understanding, acceptance and celebration of the alternative sexual lifestyles. 
The church community understands the intention, but is concerned that the implementation will result in a loss of spiritual culture with respect to the biblical-Christian values of young Christian children (see Frog in the Kettle). As a matter of fact, the policy has been titled by one Hamilton school board trustee as the “The Unlearning Process”.
This is not new. Since 1999 many school boards, at the encouragement of unions, have embraced and implemented Sexual Orientation Guidelines within their equity policies.  These Equity Policies go beyond employment equity and often state that the values, content and principles will ‘permeate the curriculum’.  Development of equity includes integration of positive messaging about the issues of the lesbian, gay, bi-sexual and transgendered community throughout all subject areas. 
The way the lessons are delivered, is often contrary to the principles held by traditional and faith-perspective families.  The fear of the families, and the leadership of the faith community, is ..... instruction that is in conflict with the values of the home will lead to confusion in the minds of children about what is right or wrong for them. 
A recent meeting of 42 pastors, from 12 different denominations and many independent churches) concluded that the policy and resulting curricula will “result in the deconstruction of our children’s traditional Christian beliefs and values by an LGBT agenda”.
B) Responses from Families are Heard, But Ignored
In January 2010, the Ministry of Education reviewed the new Health Education curriculum and the revisions included curriculum that was LGBT inclusive.  
An article printed in the Hamilton Spectator, April 15, 2010,  (http://www.thespec.com/article/753605), presented the information to the public. Once presented in a large newspaper, the information quickly spread across the province to other papers.  Parent and community groups expressed such concern that the Premier of the Province withdrew the curriculum.  
C) [bookmark: policy]The Policy Summarized:
A specialist in social policy, has carefully examined the policies and curricula that result from the expectations placed by the Equity and Inclusive Education Strategy, and expresses the following concerns:
‘The policy (ies) intends to create a school culture in which all forms of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered relationships (LGBTTTIQQ) are fully accepted. The approach taken, by integrating sexual lifestyles into curriculum and programs, will sexualize the school environment and discriminate against those who disagree with the LGBT lifestyles, but who do not wish to discriminate against or harass anyone who disagrees with this belief.’
The new equity policy(ies) give(s) the Board(s) the power to establish a new, pro-homosexual culture in two ways:
1. training programs and workshops for staff and students, and by integrating this belief system into daily curriculum – beginning in Kindergarten; and 
2. by disciplinary measures to be applied against children and staff who may be labeled “heterosexist” or “homophobic”, ie., any who - as Scripture teaches - may perceive these kinds of relationships as being problematic for a holy life. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
D) [bookmark: should]Should Traditional Faith Groups be Concerned?
Effect on Curriculum: The Curriculum IS Changing
[image: daddypoppa][image: Daddy's Roommate]These policies will result in LGBT positive materials at all grade levels, in all subjects.  
-Primary grades, as part of their studies of community and families, will read books about alternative lifestyle situations.
Question - Can we be sure that the critical thinking skills of  our children in Kindergarten  will be able to process this information without causing conflict with their Biblical Christian values?
- Queer Heroes Strategy… To affirm the lifestyle by featuring successful LGBTTIQQ individuals, in unit studies starting in the primary grades;  e.g.,  in science class Roberta Bondar, in addition to being the first woman in space, will be identified as a lesbian. 
- A Review of the “Hidden Curriculum” to remove words deemed offensive (e.g. - husband, wife, Mr. Mrs.) to gay, lesbian, and transvestite activists, and introduce “gay-positive” terms (e.g., partners)into the units of study; 
[image: safe zone.jpg]- Sex Education will include introduction to sexual acts (anal and oral sex) as presented in gay and lesbian resource materials. 
- School “Gay-Straight Alliance” clubs, often called “Positive Space Groups”, led by teacher mentors,  supported in high schools and in some middle schools,   will support and promote “gay pride” events in schools, and the designation of “gay-friendly” zones in schools, where staff will be “encouraged” to post “gay pride” symbols on their classroom door.  
- Some school boards have also organized Gay Conferences for students held within secondary schools. (e.g. 2009 Gay Conference, Westmount Secondary School, Hamilton).
- High school drama productions will include musicals, that celebrate homosexuality;  students will be expected to portray characters of different sexual lifestyles.  
The curriculum is expected to reflect the sexual diversity of the community.
What will it look like in the classroom?
Visit www.peacehamilton.org  and click on the arrow titled “See It”





[bookmark: _GoBack]Concern: This policy, and the resulting curricula, will interfere with the values taught at home, and will lead to confusion in the minds of our children about what is right or wrong for them. 

[bookmark: frog]
E) Humanistic Education and Secular Society have Influenced Christian Children’s Attitudes and Values?
George Barna (Barna Research Group), in his research on teens notes the following
· there is very little difference between the values of church teens compared to teens that do not attend church. 
· 70 to 90 percent (depending on the study) of all teens who attend church regularly while growing up, will leave the church upon graduating from high school.

[image: Youth survey]Reginald Bibby, in his Project Teen Canada research has noted the following statistics. 
Between 1984 and 2008, teens that identify with a protestant faith has gradually fallen from 35% to 13% (2/3’s drop). In contrast, teens declaring no faith at all, has increased almost 3 fold. 
It is obvious that humanist society, including education, is having an impact on our faith culture.  
F) Should Traditional Christian Parents be Concerned?
[image: http://www.verticalthought.org/issues/vt10/images/p_frogpot.jpg]Frog In the Kettle Syndrome - Sociologists have a term that describes the gradual change that has taken place in attitudes.  
A frog is a cold-blooded animal. If placed in a pot of water on a heating element, as the temperature is very gradually increased, the frog adapts to the gradual temperature change until the water becomes too warm and the frog dies. 
Social scientists conclude that human values change in a similar way.  Over time, our children’s traditional, Christian principles are being changed through incremental acceptance  of changing standards.
The thinking of a society changes if they hear rational arguments  over and over again:
· “I have to do what’s right for me”
· “God is too loving to judge.”
· “Any sexual activity is OK, if it is done in love.”
· “My affair can help, not hurt, my marriage”
· “It wasn’t really sex!” (The Clinton Factor)


G) [image: http://idmhi.com/images/Schoolhouse.jpg]What Happened to Our Public Schools?
· the mid 1800’s Ontario’s school systems were founded and organized based on the two dominant faith cultures 
· Catholics attended a Catholic school and all others attended the Protestant schools.  For more than one hundred years the religious influence continued in our Protestant schools.  
· In the last fifty years there has been a gradual change in focus: 
· ‘Protestant school board’ was replaced with ‘public school board’
· 1986 the Lord’s Prayer and Bible reading were formally removed from daily opening exercises.  
· Last 10 years school boards began adopting radical sexual orientation policies, mandating the normalization of homosexual and bisexual relationships in society. 
[image: charlesfrancispotter.jpg]Why the Change?     Charles Potter

· 1930’s liberal education philosophers, led by Charles F. Potter and John Dewey, developed a new set of doctrine called the Humanist Manifesto which denies the existence of a supernatural being. 
[image: johndewey.jpg]"Humanism is not the abolition of religion, but the beginning of real religion. By freeing religion of supernaturalism, it will release tremendous reserves of hitherto thwarted power. Man has waited too long for God to do what man ought to do himself and is fully capable of doing." It was to be, he said, "a religion of common sense; and the chief end of man is to improve himself, both as an individual and as a race."
· Humanism became the doctrine of liberal arts universities the world over.  Potter and Dewey have been quoted as claiming: 
"Education is the most powerful ally of Humanism, and every public school is a school of Humanism.  What can the theistic Sunday School, meeting for an hour once a week, and teaching only a fraction of the                       children, do to stem the tide of a five-day program of humanistic teaching?"                       - Charles F. Potter,   Humanism:  A New Religion (1930)        John Dewey
   Charles F. Potter

Since the 1930’s, humanist philosophy/religion has been unknowingly programmed into many university students (Christian and non-Christian) who then teach in the education system. Humanism now is the default operating system of public education. We are seeing the cumulative effect in the schools.  
· The Goal -  change society through education.  

H) Summary of Concerns: 
The Ministry Of Education’s Equity and Inclusive Education Strategy is leading to curriculum changes that concern church leaders and parents.  
1) Curriculum changes to affirm and honour LGBTTTIQQ lifestyles, beginning in kindergarten.                                                                                                       
2) Labeling anyone who is uncomfortable with homosexual, bisexual or transgender activity as: homophobic, heterosexist and transphobic.                  							
3) Silencing teachers, students and parents who subscribe to a traditional Christian (or other faith) worldview.                                                                    
4) Imposing a value system (humanism) with which traditional faith believers do not agree.                                                                                     
5) Confusion – Christian children will be exposed to an environment that is in conflict with the values taught at home and  church, and may become confused about their God-given gender.  
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